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Of vendors describe vending as 

their main economic activity* 

1500 
Estimated # of vendors in 

Chicago* 

80% 

Most vendors sell tamales, elotes, & fresh fruit 

Police can arrest sidewalk 

vendors, destroy their food, or fine 

them up to  

 

*Source: Latino Street Vendors in Chicago: Challenges 

and Opportunities by José Torres Carmona 

**Source: http://goo.gl/Hx8Qbr  

3800  
An estimated  

 

 

 

 

Family members depend on 

vendors’ incomes, and 

vendors spend money with 

local suppliers 

When vendors are forced  

to hide from the police, their 

earnings can drop by  

 

 

 

 

or more* 

 

50%             

Vendors attract foot traffic. 

26th St has the densest 

street vending activity. Sales 

tax revenue there is second 

only to the Mag Mile.** 

 

LEARN MORE 

 
Food carts 

operate safely in 

the park district, 

plus more in 

festivals and 

farmers markets $1000 

STREET VENDING  
IN CHICAGO TODAY 

88 

http://goo.gl/Hx8Qbr


READ MORE AT STREETVENDORSJUSTICE.ORG 

New jobs for vendors, their 
workers, and the businesses they 

patronize 

 

Safe food prepared by licensed 
and inspected businesses 

Safer neighborhoods with more 
eyes on the street and foot traffic 

THE IMPACT OF THE STREET VENDING ORDINANCE 

CHICAGO STREET VENDING TOMORROW 

More food access across the city, 
affordable businesses possible on 

any corner 

Entrepreneurial businesses like 
shake shack, starting from a cart, 

growing to IPO 

Enlivened public spaces, 
welcoming culture and diversity 

http://streetvendorsjustice.org/learn-more/


 

 

READ MORE AT STREETVENDORSJUSTICE.ORG 

 
 
 Vendors may sell from pushcarts or bicycle 

trailers made of smooth, easy-to-clean materials. 
 

 Vendors may sell any food that was prepared 
and packaged in a licensed kitchen and is kept 
at the proper temperature -- everything from 
sliced fruit to tamales to artisan bagels. 

 

 Carts will be inspected by the health department. 
Vendors must keep their carts and the area 
around them clean. 

 

 Vendors who follow the rules will display 
licenses for police and customers to see. 
Licensed vendors can operate without fear, 
growing their businesses, serving customers, 
and providing for their families. 
 

 Vendors may bring a cultural, culinary spark to 
neighborhoods around the city, including those 
with few options for freshly prepared food. 

 

 Any Chicagoan with a small budget and a great 
recipe will have an opportunity to start a small 
business that may grow big, creating more jobs 
and building the local economy. 

INTRODUCED BY ALDERMAN MALDONADO ON MAY 28, 2014 

STREET VENDING ORDINANCE 

http://streetvendorsjustice.org/learn-more/


 

 

NEARLY 

2500  
CHICAGOANS HAVE SIGNED 

OUR PETITION TO  
SUPPORT CHICAGO’S 

VENDORS 


